
 

FINAL 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Oct. 4, 2018 
de Toledo High School, 22622 Vanowen St., West Hills 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Present: Aida Abkarians, Faye Barta, Sandi Bell, Simone Best, Thomas Booth, Dan Brin, Anthony Brosamle, Bob 
Brostoff, Margery Brown, Carolyn Greenwood, Steve Kallen, Bonnie Klea, Olivia Naturman, Steve Randall, 
Charlene Rothstein, Myrl Schreibman, Ron Sobel, Joan Trent, Alec Uzemeck, Brad Vanderhoof and Joanne 
Yvanek-Garb 
 
Absent: Ivan Blume, Bill Rose and Bobbi Trantafello 
 
OPENING BUSINESS  
President and Co-Chair Dan Brin called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Secretary Carolyn Greenwood called 
roll and established quorum. 
 
Controller’s Report: Anthony Brosamle stated that the report is informational only. The report shows monies 
spent to date for each committee. Mr. Brosamle reminded everyone that we are one quarter into our current 
budget year and committees should not wait until the last minute to complete their budgeted tasks. 
 
Approval of the Sept. 6, 2018 meeting minutes were postponed. Additional information is needed to complete 
the record of the board’s action on item 4 of City Councilmember Ryu’s list of proposed reforms of the 
Neighborhood Council system.  
 
18-0104 – Discussion and possible action regarding approval of the WHNC’s August 2018 Monthly Expenditure 
Report (MER). 
 
Monthly Expenditure Report was approved with 21 yes votes, three (3) absent. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Co-chair Dan Brin stated that many of the board members attended the Neighborhood Congress this past 
weekend. He attended a workshop of council presidents. Mr. Brin pointed out that our council has the 
opposite problem facing other councils. We have no lack of participation among our board. This board and its 
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committees met more than 180 times last year. Mr. Brin went on to say we had a very good turnout of board 
members at the recent Valley Disaster Preparedness Fair. 
 
Mr. Brin advised that he and Co-chair Charlene Rothstein received a letter from the Civil Grand Jury requesting 
assistance in finding qualified candidates for the 2019-2020 session. The deadline to file an application to 
volunteer is Nov. 2, 2018. Anyone interested can contact him or Ms. Rothstein. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Kari McNamee advised that overall crime reports for her area (southern West Hills) is 
still down from last year. Burglaries, both residential and commercial, are down 37.5% and total crime is down 
18.6%. The crime rate in SLO Sean Brown’s area is approximately the same as last year. While thefts are down, 
knock-knock burglars are still active. The criminals are well dressed and drive nice cars so as not to arouse 
suspicion. Also, the community is not reporting some mail or package thefts. These crimes need to be 
reported to the police in addition to the Postal Service, especially when residents have doorbell cameras that 
can help the community and police identify the criminals. 
 
Colin Crews, representing City Council District 12 in Ron Rubine’s absence, advised that City Councilmember 
Mitchell Englander held a successful “Welcome Back to School” workshop for principals. The councilmember is 
contemplating alternatives for managing coyotes. Mr. Crews reminded everyone about the fourth annual 
drive-in movie being held at Shadow Ranch Park on Oct. 20. The movie will be “The Sandlot.” He asked that 
those planning to attend contact the councilmember’s office so it can arrange staffing and food for those 
attending. The office staff is doing a pilot to increase the effectiveness of its homelessness efforts by having 
staff from Tarzana Treatment Center go into the field with them.  
 
Kathleen Quinn of the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment said she is excited that she is in charge of 
the IGNITE L.A. program for young women leaders in the Valley. On Oct. 23 there will be live ethics training at 
the Mission Community Police Station. On Oct. 18 there will be election outreach training in the North Valley. 
The same training will be provided on Oct. 23 in the South Valley. The Department of City Planning is holding 
several community plan outreach events. More information can be found at www.southeastvalleyplans.org. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 
 
A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Janis Risch, adult learning coordinator for the West Valley. 
 
Ms. Risch advised that the Platt Library will be closed from Oct. 22 to Nov. 14.  Drop-offs of books can be done 
at other libraries in the area. Reserved books will automatically be sent to the Woodland Hills Branch Library 
unless other arrangements are requested. 
 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Government Relations – Meets the third Monday of the month. 
 
Budget Advocates – They met with Mayor Garcetti and are in the process of meeting with 36 city 
departments. 
 
Environment – There will be no meeting this month. 
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Public Health – West Nile virus has been identified in the Valley. As a way to control mosquitoes, Vector 
Control provides free mosquito fish to residents for placement in any standing water on their  property. The 
North Hollywood Branch is at 16320 Foothill Blvd., Sylmar, CA 91342. For an  appointment, call (818) 364-
9589. 
 
Budget – Will meet on Oct. 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Emergency Preparedness – The Domestic Violence Forum was a success. The forum resulted in at least one 
attendee seeking assistance.  Fall Fest is on Oct. 20. from 4 to 6 p.m. It will be a children’s event. 

 
Zoning & Planning – The next meeting is on Tuesday, Oct. 9 at 6:30 p.m. They will discuss John’s Incredible 
Pizza (in the old Kohl’s site), the Malibu Wines and Beer Garden and a drug treatment Center On Roscoe 
Boulevard near Valley Circle Boulevard. 
 
Cultural/Community/Senior Center – They are continuing to work on establishing a 501c(3). 
 
Vacancy Committee – Four applicants were interviewed for the vacant board seat. One was found to be 
ineligible to sit on the board and the three remaining candidates are present tonight. 
 
Beautification – Mr. Brad Vanderhoof announced he is looking for a co-chair for this committee. 
 
Bylaws – The committee will meet next month to discuss rules for censure and removal of board members. 
 
Homelessness – The committee will continue to meet on third Mondays. It will focus on more dialogue and 
fewer CISs. On Oct. 20 at 10 a.m. there is going to be a homelessness forum and on Oct. 24 they will tour a 
supportive housing facility. 

 
Streets and Transportation – The next meeting is on Oct. 23. The LAPD is training citizen volunteers. The 
committee is looking at intersections in West Hills that have been approved for signal lights that have not 
been installed due to lack of funding. 

 
Education – There will be a meeting at 3 p.m. on Oct. 24. Principals and school district officials will attend. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Harry Sherman stated that on Oct. 28 the second annual San Fernando Valley Interfaith Solidarity March will 
begin at 2 p.m. at St. Bernardine’s Church and continue past Temple Aliyah before ending at the Ezzi Masjid 
Mosque. 
 
Susan Bobrow asked for assistance in learning whom she could contact concerning street lights being on all 
day and night in her neighborhood. Mr. Colin Crews of Council District 12 offered to assist her. 
 
THE FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEMS WERE TAKEN OUT OF ORDER 
 
18-0103 – Discussion and possible action on filling of a vacant seat on the West Hills Neighborhood Council 
Board. 
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After the three candidates spoke, Ad Hoc Vacancy Committee Co-Chair Charlene Rothstein stated that while 
the committee found all of the candidates extremely qualified, it can only recommend one. The committee’s 
recommendation was Zach Volet.  
 
In board action, 16 votes were cast for Zach Volet, four votes were cast for Saifuddin Mogri and one vote 
was cast for Nathan Freed, approving the committee’s recommendation and electing Mr. Volet to complete 
the term of retired Board Member Ed Young. Mr. Volet then took his seat with the board. 
 
18-0110 – Discussion on Adding a Provision to the WHNC Standing Rules Article V, Section 3 Official Actions – 
Regarding How Abstentions are Counted Including a Minimum Number of Votes Required for the Board to 
Take Action. 
 
Bylaws Committee Co-Chair Bob Brostoff stated that the committee recommended adding “A minimum of 
seven (7) yes votes is required for the Board to take action” to this section.  
 
Recommendation approved with 22 yes votes (including Zach Volet) and three absent. 
 
18-0111 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on Council File: 18-0786 – Los Angeles Fire 
Department (LAFD)/Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Supply Cache Pilot Program. 
 
Mr. Brostoff said the Public Safety & Emergency Preparedness Committee recommended unanimous support 
of the CIS with the addition of a request that CD 12 be included in the pilot program.  
 
Recommendation approved with 22 yes votes and three absent. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
18-0098 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on City Council File 1501022-S3, Neighborhood 
Council on-line voting. 
 
The recommendation of the Government Relations Committee was that we oppose this City Council motion.  
 
Recommendation to oppose approved with 22 yes votes and three absent. 
 
18-0099 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on CF 17-0878-S5m, exemption of mobile home 
parks from the RecycleLA program. 
 
The recommendation of a CIS in support of this motion was approved with 22 yes votes and three absent. 
 
18-0100 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on CF 18-0732, prohibition of 3D printing of 
firearms. May be joint with Public Safety & Emergency Preparedness Committee. 
 
Recommendation of the committee was a CIS in support of this motion. Recommendation approved with 19 
yes votes, three no votes and three absent. 
 
18-0101 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on CF 18-0737, plastic utensils on request. 
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Recommendation in support of this motion passed with 14 yes votes, seven no votes, one abstention and 
three absent. 
 
18-0102 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on CF 08-0685, use of city funds to validate 
parking of visitors while visiting City Council or Mayor district offices.  
 
Item tabled and referred back to committee. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
18-0105 – Discussion and possible action on opt-in for the LAHSA Homeless Count 2019. 
 
The recommendation to opt in for the third year was approved with 22 yes votes and three absent. 
 
18-0106 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on CF 14-1057-S2m LAPD’s report, includes LAPD 
endorsement and recommendation of Safe Parking as it relates to 85.02 LAMC. 
 
Paul Dumont spoke in support of this motion and described how it would aid the police. 
 
Recommended CIS was approved with 22 yes votes and three absent. 
 
18-0107 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on CF 15-1138-S35, Funding for Safe Parking in 
CDs 11, 7, 5, 10.  
 
Harry Sherman spoke in support of this motion. He said the city is just requesting homelessness funds that are 
available. 
 
Recommended CIS approved with 22 yes votes and three absent. 
 
18-0108 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on CF 12-1681-S3, Improvement in the NC 
subdivisions process. 
 
Item tabled. 
 
18-0109 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a CIS on CF 18-0600-S110 – City Clerk report relating 
to the rollover policy for Neighborhood Councils. 
 
Recommendation to support the motion was approved with 23 yes votes and three absent. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
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Community Impact Statement Recommendation 
RE:  CF 18-0737 

Plastic Utensils upon Request   

To:  West Hills Neighborhood Council Board From:  
Government Relations Committee 
Date Approved by Committee:  8/20/18 
Date submitted for Board Consideration:  10/4/18 

Currently, food service providers will provide plastic utensils with their food orders.  This motion 
instructs the Bureau of Sanitation to determine the feasibility of implementing a plastic utensil 
ordinance by customer request only.  
. 
RECOMMENDATION to the Board:  The Government Relations Committee recommends a vote 
on the feasibility of customer request only for plastic utensils with their food orders. 

The Government Relations Committee and has approved a Community Impact Statement to be 
added to Council File 18-0737 
. 

• We support the motion to recommend that the Bureau of Sanitation report on the feasibility
of food service providers requiring a Plastic-Utensil-On-Request ordinance.

The West Hills Neighborhood Council request that this Community Impact Statement be added to 
Council File 18-0737.  

Fiscal Impact Report:  Unknown 

Quorum:    

For Abstain 
For if amended No Position Council file discussed but NC could not 

muster enough votes either way 

Against 
Absent 

Recusal  
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energy climate change and environmental justice

MOTION

The City is currently considering implementing a Straws-On-Request ordinance which 
would require restaurants, and other food-service providers, to withhold plastic beverage 
straws unless a customer requests them (CF# 18-0053). This effort seeks to curtail the 
impact that plastic beverage straws are having on the environment and the aesthetic 
quality of local communities.

Spent plastic beverage straws usually end up in landfills where they leach into the soil. In 
other instances, they end up in the stormdrains and local waterbodies where they can be 
harmful to marine life.

Various Cities throughout the country have either implemented or are considering a 
Straws-On-Request ordinance.

The City of Seattle, Washington recently implemented strong controls on plastic straws 
and plastic utensils. The City of Seattle has included plastic utensils in their regulation 
because they are known to have similar negative effects on the environment and local 
communities.

In order to ensure the City’s efforts are most protective of the environment, the City 
should consider adopting a Plastic Utensils-On-Request ordinance as well.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Sanitation (BOS) be instructed to report to the 
City Council in 60 days on the feasibility of implementing a Plastic Utensils-On-Reqnest 
ordinance which requires restaurants, and other food service providers, to withhold 
plastic utensils unless a customer requests them.

PRESENTED BY:
BOB BLUMENFIELD^ 
Councilmember, 3rd<District ■Baeswi

SECONDED BY:

AUG 0 7 2018
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Community Impact Statement Recommendation 
RE:  CF 08-0685 

Validation of Parking for Visitors to District Offices of Mayor and City Council       

To:  West Hills Neighborhood Council Board From:  
Government Relations Committee 
Date Approved by Committee:  8/20/18 
Date submitted for Board Consideration:  10/4/18 

Currently, visitors to District Offices of the Mayor and/or City Council Members have to pay for their 
own parking.  As most visitors are there on official business for the city, their parking should be 
validated and the City bear the cost of their parking.  
. 
RECOMMENDATION to the Board:  The Government Relations Committee recommends a vote 
on the allowance of validating the parking for the Mayor or Council Members district office.. 

The Government Relations Committee and has approved a Community Impact Statement to be 
added to Council File 08-0685 
. 

• We support the motion that allows the use of City Funds to pay for validated parking to
members of the public visiting Council or Mayor’s district offices.

The West Hills Neighborhood Council request that this Community Impact Statement be added to 
Council File 08-0685.  

Fiscal Impact Report:  Unknown 

Quorum:    

For Abstain 
For if amended No Position Council file discussed but NC could not 

muster enough votes either way 

Against 
Absent 

Recusal  
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The City Administrative Officer has recently released updated financial information for 
the remainder of2007-08 and overall projections for 2008-09. As the City's revenues 
continue to stay flat or decrease and expenditures continue to grow, the budget gap 
continues to become larger and the City must cut expenditures to balance the budget. 
Expenditure reductions are often in direct conflict with the City's customer-service goals, 
and reductions in certain areas must be taken to maintain service levels in other areas. 

One example of this conflict is the City's provision of parking validations. The City 
currently spends approximately $500,000 in parking validations annually. While it is very 
important for City departments to be customer-service oriented and one can argue that 
parking validations make it easier for citizens to do business, parking validations are not 
a requirement. Various departments use parking validations, especially in leased 
facilities. At this time when the City is facing decisions between layoffs or expenditures, 
it would be helpful to know how much City departments and commissions pay for 
parking validations and how they fund this cost. 

At this time, these funds can be better spent providing direct service to customers rather 
than for parking validations. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council request that the City Administrative Officer and 
the Chief Legislative Analyst report back to the Council on the following items in 30 
days: 

1. The amount of money that every department and commission is budgeted for and 
spends annually on parking validations; 

2. The source of funds used to purchase parking validations; and 
3. Direct the appropriate departments and commissions to cease further expenditures 

for parking validations and direct those funds back to the originating fund to 
cover other expenditures. 

MI1R 21 200B 
:\~.-

• 
MAR 2 6 · 2008 t!btl.l2.e1!.:n:rb !2.e.f"~ 

TRANSPORTATION ~ 
BUDGET & FINANCE 
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WEST HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (WHNC) BOARD VACANCY 

APPLICATION 

Date: _09-18-2018___________________ 

Applicant’s Name: _Eileen Blazi________________________ Occupation: _Vault 

Assistant____________________________ 

Home Address: 

91367__________________________________________________________________ 

Work Address (if Applicable): ___

____________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ___________________________ Mobile Phone: ____

____________________ 

Email: _______________________________ 

Stakeholder Status (Check all that apply): ( ) I live in West Hills, ( ) I work in West Hills, ( ) I 

own property in West Hills, ( ) I have a child enrolled in a school in West Hills, ( x) I belong to a 

religious organization in West Hills, ( ) I belong to a community organization in West Hills, ( ) 

OTHER: _____________________________________________________________ 

How did you hear about the WHNC? __I have been to several meetings and I would be 

interested in being a part of the 

team.________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

How often do you attend WHNC meetings? ________I have been to 4 

meetings_____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

Why do you wish to participate on the WHNC Board? _I would like to participate on the 

WHNC Board because I have a direct interest in what goes on in my 

neighborhood___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

What are your goals for the community? _My goals are to keep West Hills, and Woodland 
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Hills and the entire valley safe and a great place to 

live______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

What skills do you have that might be especially useful for the 

WHNC?____________________ ____I have a great interest in politics and I am person that 

takes the interests in my community very seriously 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

Are you prepared to contribute at least ten (10) hours a month to community service 

through the council? 

_yes__________________________________________________________________________ 

What areas of community service particularly interest you? __I would be interested in zoning and 

future development in the area_____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

____ 

Do you have any interests that might conflict with Neighborhood Council responsibilities? 

__I don’t believe I 

do___________________________________________________________________________

_____ (If you need more space, use the reverse side.) 
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WEST HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (WHNC) BOARD VACANCY APPLICATION 

Date: August 30, 2018 

Applicant’s Name: Nathan Freed              Occupation: Full time student 

Home Address: 

Work Address (if Applicable): _______________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: Mobile Phone: 

Email:

Stakeholder Status (Check all that apply): ( / ) I live in West Hills, ( /  ) I work in West Hills,     

(   ) I own property in West Hills, (   ) I have a child enrolled in a school in West Hills,     

(   ) I belong to a religious organization in West Hills, (   ) I belong to a community organization in 

West Hills, (  / ) OTHER: I was a councelor for a YMCA in West Hills 

How did you hear about the WHNC? I heard about this group from a person who came to 

register us to vote at my high school. They talked about how this organization ran the 

neighborhood and I instantly became interested in joining.  

How often do you attend WHNC meetings? I have never attended a meeting, sadly, but that is 

because I have never heard about the group until now. 

Why do you wish to participate on the WHNC Board? I wish to be a part of this board because I 

really want to help make my neighborhood a better and safer place for everyone, and I believe 

the best way to do this would be being a voice for the people on this board. 

What are your goals for the community? My goals for the community would be to help fix and 

repair the roads and sidewalks, as well as fund more projects to make the roads a better place, 

and I would also like to help fund a neighborhood watch program and or fund more police to 

survey the area around the West Hills in order to prevent and stop crimes and/or misdemeanors, 

including but not limited to; robbery, theft, Grand theft auto, or even running red lights and 

speeding.  

What skills do you have that might be especially useful for the WHNC? I believe that the skills 

that I posses are that I am really good when it comes to completing a goal, even pushing myself to 

the farthest I can go, and I also know how to work with people and comfort them due to my 

training at the YMCA.  

Are you prepared to contribute at least ten (10) hours a month to community service through the 

council? Yes I am fully committed and prepared to give up 10 hours monthly for community service. 
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What areas of community service particularly interest you? Any part of community service I am 

given will interest me. If I am asked to clean the streets, I will gladly do so. If I am asked to feed the 

homeless, I will be 200% ready to do it. 

Do you have any interests that might conflict with Neighborhood Council responsibilities?   

The only interest that might conflict with the neighborhood council would be that I have school and AP 

classes, so there is a chance that I will have a lot of homework and studying, and I also have band, 

which would only affect April and May. Besides that my days are open and free. (If you need more 

space, use the reverse side.)  
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http://clerk.lacity.org
http://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=12-1681-S3
http://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=12-1681-S3
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