
 

FINAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
March 5, 2020 

de Toledo High School, 22622 Vanowen Street, West Hills 

ATTENDANCE:  
Present: Aida Abkarians, Faye Barta, Sandi Bell, Thomas Booth, Dan Brin, Anthony Brosamle, Bob Brostoff, 
Margery Brown, Carolyn Greenwood, Bonnie Klea, Saif Mogri, Olivia Naturman, Steve Randall, Bill Rose, 
Charlene Rothstein, Anthony Scearce, Myrl Schreibman, Ron Sobel, Joan Trent, Alec Uzemeck, Brad 
Vanderhoof and Zach Volet  
 
Absent: Ann Mizrahi, Bobbi Trantafello and Joanne Yvanek-Garb 
 
OPENING BUSINESS:  
President and Co-Chair Dan Brin called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Secretary Carolyn Greenwood called 
roll and established quorum. 
 
Approval of Board Meeting Minutes of February 6, 2020 were approved as amended. 
 
Special Meeting Minutes of February 20, 2020 were tabled. 
 
20-0040 – Discussion and possible action regarding approval of the WHNC’s January 2020 Monthly 
Expenditure Report (MER) 
Board member Anthony Brosamle asked the expenditure to vendor Total Event in the amount of $210. After 
some discussion, it was stated that this expenditure was for insurance purchased through Merriwether & 
Williams Insurance Services for the Senior Valentine Dance. 
January 2020 MER approved with 18 yes votes, two (2) abstentions, three (3) absent and two (2) 
ineligible. 
 
Treasurer Bob Brostoff stated that the first go around in preparation for the 2020-2021 budget year will begin at 
the April Budget Committee meeting. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR: 
Mr. Dan Brin stated that we held a magnificent Senior Valentine Dance. He also said that we can take a breath 
after a stressful election season and before the November elections. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Jessica Isabel Irias Discua spoke to thank the WHNC Board for having the CERT training. She has wanted to 
take this training for a long time. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Kari McNamee gave an update on the crime statistics for West Hills. Although 
reported crimes are down there was a very unusual crime in the area, an attempted rape. Officer McNamee 
again reminded everyone to lock their cars and not leave valuables inside.  
 
Nikki Perez, Field Representative for Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, reviewed the types of legislation the 
Assemblymember is considering. 
 
Eric Moody, District Director for Councilmember John Lee, stated that the councilman has introduced a motion 
to transfer additional funding to the Topanga Station for additional police services. 
 
7:45 p.m. Board member Bill Rose left. 
 
Semee Park, Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, announced there are a lot of changes in the City 
Clerk’s office regarding vendors. More information will be available soon. There is an ethics training on March 
16 in Van Nuys. Board of Neighborhood Commissioners (BONC) has passed language for censure and removal 
of a board member. Final language is not available at this time. 
 
Tessa Charnofsky, District Director for Supervisor Sheila Kuehl’s office, spoke about the problems that 
occurred in the March 3 election. Ms. Charnofsky stated that the supervisor has said there will be reforms and 
improvements by the November election. The census is starting next week and she requested that everyone 
respond. She advised that the supervisor has discretionary funds available to nonprofits. The deadline to apply 
for funds is April 1. 
 
Tara Vahdani, Administrative Assistant to Board Member Scott Schmerelson, advised that they are recruiting 
for the next student board member. Also there will be a “College Palooza” on March 21 at L.A. Trade Tech 
College where college and career experts and educators will be available. 
 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Environment Committee – Meeting is next Wednesday, March 11, at 7 p.m. Two managers from DTSC will 
be present to discuss the SSFL cleanup. 
 
A reminder – Spring Fest is March 21. 
 
Zoning & Planning – The lot split at 6510 Capistrano Ave., West Hills is on the agenda. The Zoning 
Administrator gave everyone until March 14 to submit recommendations, as many residents who attended the 
hearing last week said they did not get proper notice. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
20-0029 – Discussion and possible action on letter to CD 12 requesting Pilot Safe Parking Sites 
Harry Sherman spoke about safe parking. He is with the West Valley Neighborhood Alliance on Homelessness 
and has been involved for three years. He provided background and information on Safe Parking, particularly 
the one behind Councilmember Bob Blumenfeld’s office. WHNC Board Member Brosamle raised several 
objections to the letter and stated there needs to be a forum so residents could express their opinions. Mr. 
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Brosamle stated it is inappropriate to send a letter until we hear from the residents and this meeting does not 
qualify as a forum. 
 
There was more discussion and a friendly amendment to hold a forum within 30 days was suggested but was 
not seconded. The motion to send the letter as written passed with 12 yes votes, five (5) no votes, four (4) 
abstentions and four (4) absent. 
 
20-0030 – Tabled 
 
20-0031 – Tabled 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
20-0041– Discussion and possible action regarding changes to the El Camino Real north campus CUP at 7401 
Shoup Avenue in West Hills. 
Mr. R. (Nic) Nicolas Brown, Consultant with Pacific Crest Consultants, stated that the property was acquired by 
El Camino’s Independent Study facility. Independent Study is for students that are in good standing 
academically but for various reasons cannot attend school regularly. The students are required to come to the 
campus once a week to meet with the teachers. 
 
After some discussion on how El Camino has incorporated suggestions both from the WHNC Board and 
residents and their efforts to reach out to the residents, the recommendation to approve the CUP passed with 
20 yes votes, one (1) abstention and four (4) absent. (See attached recommendations) 
 
20-0042 – Discussion and possible action on reimbursing Bob Brostoff in the amount of $29.34 from Ralphs 
Market for the February Board meeting refreshments. Line Item 1 
Board Member Faye Barta pointed out that, per the receipt in the packet, the amount should be $27.34. 
Recommendation to reimburse Bob Brostoff in the amount of $27.34 passed with 19 yes votes, four (4) 
absent and two (2) ineligible. 
 
20-0043 – Discussion and possible action on approving a Spending Request for decorating three Utility Boxes 
for up to $800.00. 
Streets and Transportation Committee Chair Olivia Naturman stated that the funds are for the materials to paint 
the boxes. Two of the artists who volunteered to paint the boxes, Merrilyn Duzy and Iris Peretz, were present 
and presented renderings for consideration. A third artist, Aida Abkarians, a member of the WHNC Board, 
withdrew because of a possible conflict of interest. Ms. Naturman stated first we need approval of the 
expenditure and then the Board would decide on the design. 
The recommendation to approve a Spending Request for decorating three Utility Boxes for up to $800 
passed with 18 yes votes, one (1) no vote, four (4) absent and two (2) ineligible. 
 
20-0044 – Discussion and possible action on approving a Spending Request for Safety Fair Expenditures in the 
amount of $800.00. 
It was pointed out that this was a typo and the actual amount requested is $1,800. The safety fair will be held on 
May 16 to promote bike and pedestrian safety. 
Recommendation to approve Spending Request for Safety Fair in the amount of $1,800 passed with 19 
yes votes, four (4) absent and two (2) ineligible. 
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20-0045 – Discussion and possible action on an Event Approval Request for the Safety Fair 
Recommendation to approve Event Approval Request for the Safety Fair passed with 19 yes votes, four 
(4) absent and two (2) ineligible. 
 
20-0046 – Discussion and possible action on a Public Works Town Hall Event 
Co-chair Dan Brin stated that the request was incomplete and submission of an Event Approval form could not 
take place at this time.  However, we will do a preliminary vote on having such an event. 
The preliminary vote on having such an event was 19 yes votes.  
 
20-0047 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a package of previously approved Bylaws amendments 
to DONE. 
Recommendation to submit package passed with 17 yes votes, four (4) abstentions and four (4) absent  
 
20-0048 – Tabled 
 
20-0049 – Tabled 
 
20-0050 – Tabled 
 
20-0051 – Discussion and possible action on submitting a Community Impact Statement (CIS) opposing 
proposed restrictions on board member ages. 
 
Recommendation on submit CIS opposing proposed restriction on board members ages passed with 20 
yes votes, one (1) abstention and four (4) absent  
 
20-0052 – Discussion and possible action on a WHNC resolution to be attached to CIS opposing proposed 
restrictions on board member ages. 
Recommendation to approve proposed WHNC resolution passed with 20 yes votes, one (1) abstention and 
four (4) absent. 
 
20-0053 – Tabled 
 
20-0054 – Discussion and possible action on creating a CIS regarding directing $40,000 in AB1290 fund for 
overtime pay of LAPD officers to specifically provide policing services to West Hills 
Recommendation to submit CIS to support the motion to allow the transfer was approved with 19 yes 
votes, two (2) abstentions, four (4) absent 
 
Meeting adjourned: 9:55 p.m. 
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Monthly Expenditure Report

Monthly Cash Reconciliation

Beginning Balance Total Spent Remaining
Balance Outstanding Commitments Net Available

$36574.19 $597.39 $35976.80 $1300.00 $1500.00 $33176.80

Monthly Cash Flow Analysis

Budget Category Adopted Budget Total Spent this
Month

Unspent Budget
Balance Outstanding Net Available

Office

$35800.00

$247.98

$19776.80 

$0.00

$19276.80 Outreach $349.41 $500.00

Elections $0.00 $0.00

Community
Improvement Project $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Neighborhood Purpose
Grants $6200.00 $0.00 $6200.00 $800.00 $5400.00

Funding Requests Under Review: $0.00 Encumbrances: $1500.00 Previous Expenditures: $15425.81

Expenditures

# Vendor Date Description Budget Category Sub-category Total

1 PAVILION #2225 01/01/2020 (Credit card transaction)
General

Operations
Expenditure

Office $22.23

2 THE WEB
CORNER, INC 01/07/2020 (Credit card transaction)

General
Operations
Expenditure

Office $150.00

3 AKD INK 01/15/2020 (Credit card transaction)
General

Operations
Expenditure

Office $10.95

4 RACKSPACE
EMAIL & APPS 01/22/2020 (Credit card transaction)

General
Operations
Expenditure

Office $64.80

5 SMART AND
FINAL 324 01/17/2020 (Credit card transaction)

General
Operations
Expenditure

Outreach $13.99

6 SMART AND
FINAL 324 01/17/2020 (Credit card transaction)

General
Operations
Expenditure

Outreach $125.42

7 TOTALEVENT 01/28/2020 (Credit card transaction)
General

Operations
Expenditure

Outreach $210.00

Subtotal: $597.39

Outstanding Expenditures

Reporting Month: January 2020

NC Name: West Hills Neighborhood
Council

Budget Fiscal Year: 2019-2020
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# Vendor Date Description Budget Category Sub-category Total

1 Parents of Welby
Way 01/31/2020 Agenda Item 20-0005:

Discussion and possible ...
Neighborhood
Purpose Grants $800.00

2
ONEgeneration

Senior Enrichment
Center

02/14/2020 This event provides a free
service for the general...

General
Operations
Expenditure

Outreach $500.00

Subtotal: Outstanding $1300.00
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Agenda Item 20-0041– Discussion and possible action regarding changes to the El 
Camino Real north campus CUP at 7401 Shoup Avenue in West Hills. 
****************************************************************** 
 
The following four items were agreed to by Representative Nicholas Brown for El 
Camino Real High School, campus located at 7401 Shoup in West Hills, CA 
 
1. Modify the hours of operation after school is out from 3:30 pm to 11:00 pm to  
 3:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
 
2. Modify the time the LED sign will be turned off from 11 pm to 10 pm 
 
3. Special Events shall be vacated by 10 pm 
 
4. There shall be no loud speakers at outside events 
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Proposed amendment; 
ARTICLE XIII AMENDMENTS 

Any Board member or Stakeholder may propose amendments to these Bylaws in writing during a 
regular meeting of the Board. These proposals shall be reviewed by an Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee, 
which shall provide recommendations to the WHNC. All recommendations shall be announced at a 
regularly scheduled and noticed meeting. These recommendations shall be voted upon by all 
Stakeholders present the Board after consultation with all stakeholders the present at a meeting 
conducted no sooner than thirty (30) days but no later than sixty (60) days after the proposed changes 
are noticed.  

ARTICLE VII COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES 

All standing committees shall meet at a minimum of nine (9) times per calendar year and 
shall invite the participation of stakeholders.  

Section 1:  Standing Committees    

The Standing Committees of the WHNC are:   

M. SPECIAL EVENTS, which shall develop, produce, and present unique events which serve 
and engage the community of West Hills. Moreover, the Special Events Committee, when 
consulted, will serve as an adjunct advisory committee for other events that might be produced 
and/or developed by other committees of the West Hills Neighborhood Council. 
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200 N. Spring Street, 20th FL, Los Angeles, CA 90012 • (213) 978-1551 or Toll-Free 3-1-1 
E-mail: NCSupport@lacity.org      www.EmpowerLA.org

Bylaw Amendment Application 
The bylaws of a Neighborhood Council are established to provide a written framework and an organizational structure for the 
Neighborhood Council.  Any approved Board changes to the bylaws must be submitted to the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment (Department) for final approval before becoming effective.  Completed applications will be accepted from May 1, 2019 
to April 15, 2020 via email at NCSupport@lacity.org and must include the following documents:  
□ Scanned electronic copy of the completed Bylaw Amendment Application and the Neighborhood Council Board Structure Change
Request Form (if necessary) signed by the Neighborhood Council President/Chair and another person authorized by the Neighborhood
Council to submit the documents. 

□ Electronic Copy (in a Word document) of the proposed Neighborhood Council’s Bylaw Sections. Submit only the section(s)
with the proposed changes and not the entire bylaws unless there are major changes throughout the bylaws.  The document
should clearly show the proposed amended language by striking-out the original language and underlining the proposed language,
preferably through the Track Changes tool in Microsoft Word, e.g. Section 2.  Agenda Setting - The agenda shall be set by the
President. the Executive Committee.

INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL. 

Neighborhood Council Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 

● Do the proposed amendments to the bylaws comply with the Los Angeles City Charter - Article IX, applicable Ordinances, City
Policies and the Plan for a Citywide System of Neighborhood Councils?      □   Yes    □   No

● Do the proposed amendments contain a change in the Board structure, e.g. decrease/increase in Board seats, changes in Board
seat descriptions, etc.?  □   No   □  Yes - Please include the Neighborhood Council Board Structure Change Request Form

DECLARATION 
We, the persons authorized by the above-named Neighborhood Council to submit bylaw amendments, under penalty of perjury, 
declare that a Brown Act noticed Neighborhood Council public meeting was held with a quorum of the Board present, and the proposed 
bylaws as submitted were approved as an official action of the Board per the Neighborhood Council’s existing bylaw amendment 
provision or Board of Neighborhood Commissioners policy.  If requested, we will provide the Neighborhood Council agenda and 
minutes or resolution supporting the proposed bylaw amendments.  

Date of Board Action: ______ /_______ /_______  Board Vote: _______yes_______no_______ abstentions 

President/Chair Signature:_______________________________ 2nd Signatory Signature:_______________________________ 

Print Name:___________________________________________ Print Name: ________________________________________  

Email :_______________________________________________ Email : ____________________________________________  

Phone:_______________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________  

Please contact the Neighborhood Council Support Help Line with any questions or if you require electronic support in 
submitting this application:  (213) 978-1551 or NCSupport@lacity.org   (Form Updated 4/19) 
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200 N. Spring Street, 20th FL, Los Angeles, CA 90012 • (213) 978-1551 or Toll-Free 3-1-1 
E-mail: NCSupport@lacity.org      www.EmpowerLA.org

Neighborhood Council Board Structure Change Request Form 

Requests for changes in Board structure must be reviewed by the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners (Commission).  If 
the Commission approves the request, the Applicant’s bylaws will be deemed formally adjusted upon such action of the 
Commission.   Should the Commission act to disapprove the request, the Applicant may, within five (5) meeting days of the 
City Council, during which the Council has convened in regular session, file an appeal with the City Council.  The appeal will 
automatically be placed on the Council’s next regular agenda for consideration.  The City Council may, by ten (10) votes, 
sustain, reverse, or modify the Commission’s decision. 
After completing this form, please submit it by email along with a completed Bylaw Amendment Application to 
NCSupport@lacity.org.  You may also fax or deliver the documents to our office.  We will provide notification to the 
Neighborhood Council of the date the Commission will review the request.  Please note that the information submitted on 
this form is public information. 
Please contact the Neighborhood Council Support Help Line at (213) 978-1551 or by email at NCSupport@lacity.org if 
you have any questions. 

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION 

Neighborhood Council Name:  

Primary Contact:   

NAME TITLE PHONE EMAIL 

Current Number of Board Seats:  __________       Quorum:  _____________ 

What type of Board Structure Change is being requested? 

□ Reduction in Board Seats to:_________(insert total number after proposed reduction)

□ Change in Board Structure.  Please describe:

□ Other.  Please describe:

Agenda Item 20-0047
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What are the reasons for the change to the Board Structure?  

Describe your Neighborhood Council’s demographics.  Please note sources of demographic information provided, e.g. 2000 
census, Healthy City, etc., and attach any related documentation.  

Explain what outreach has been conducted to fill existing seats.  Please attach any supporting documentation, e.g. flyers, 
agendas, etc.  
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Dear Council Member Lee, 

Council District 12 is trailing behind all other Los Angeles City Council Districts in the creation 
of needed fixed housing to address homelessness in our community.  Even if a more robust plan 
to build permanent housing units begins now, it will be years before it is completed.  In the 
meantime, our homelessness crisis will continue to grow putting our entire community at risk. 
Unsheltered adults experiencing homelessness have a mortality rate that is three times higher 
than those who are protected in shelters, while public safety concerns remain ongoing. 

Therefore, the current housing crisis demands both immediate and long-term solutions. We 
respectfully propose the immediate establishment of a temporary shelter and a navigation center 
to provide relief for our unhoused neighbors who require immediate, cold weather sheltering 
now. In addition, we propose the creation of a bridge housing location in CD 12, similar to 
surrounding Council Districts 2, 3, 7 who are currently building bridge housing.  Each Council 
District must do their fair share to solve this crisis which requires short term and long-term 
housing components. 

A person experiencing homelessness and living without shelter is in immediate danger. Each day 
there is an average of three deaths of unhoused people in Los Angeles.  According to a policy 
brief released by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health in October of 2019, 
living on the streets is increasingly dangerous. The number of deaths annually of people 
experiencing homelessness doubled from 2013 to 2018. The mortality rate of people 
experiencing homelessness in Los Angeles is more than double that of the general population.1 
Moreover, the health conditions dramatically worsen the longer our unhoused neighbors remain 
unsheltered.  Providing shelter immediately will reduce costs of the current high utilization of 
emergency services being provided, decrease public safety risks and, most importantly, give safe 
harbor for those in need of housing. 

The number of unsheltered people experiencing homelessness in CD 12 in 2019 was estimated to 
be 583. However, the number of shelter beds available for single adults in CD 12 is zero.   The 
nearest shelter bed for an individual experiencing homelessness in SFV is many miles away in 
Pacoima.  Unfortunately, this Pacoima location is only a winter shelter and will be closing soon 
in March 2020.  

We appreciate your leadership and commitment to innovation in ending homelessness in Council 
District 12. We offer our support in reaching these humanitarian goals for the benefit of our 
entire community.  Please act now to address this ongoing crisis and suffering by directing the 
creation of immediate shelter /interim housing in Council District 12. 

1 Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Center for Health Impact Evaluation, Recent Trends In Mortality 
Rates and Causes of Death Among People Experiencing Homelessness in Los Angeles County, October 2019 
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/chie/reports/HomelessMortality_CHIEBrief_Final.pdf 
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TRADE, TRAVEL AND TOURISM
MOTION

On October 29, 2019, Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) implemented a new policy at 
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) that required arriving passengers to travel to an off- 
terminal parking lot to pick up either a taxi or rideshare app service.

Historically, taxis have been allowed to pick up passengers along the curb within the 
Central Terminal Area, This practice has allowed arriving passengers to conveniently pick up a 
taxi outside of their terminal without having to navigate the airport or make multiple stops. 
However, LAWA’s new policy will require passengers to either walk or shuttle to a lot away from 
the Central Terminal Area and then choose between a ridesharing app service or a taxi which will 
both be located within the same lot.

This new policy will be disruptive to passengers arriving at LAX expecting to be able to 
pick up a taxi curbside as they have always done and will further inconvenience elderly passengers 
and passengers with disabilities who will no longer be able to pick up an ADA-compliant taxi from 
directly outside of the terminal.

Taxicab drivers have already been economically displaced by rideshare companies that 
compete unfairly by taking advantage of their own workers and dodging local and State 
regulations. Within the Central Terminal Area of LAX, taxis make up a small portion of vehicle 
traffic, while the number of ridesharing vehicles continues to swell, worsening gridlock. Despite 
these differences, LAWA’s new policy treats taxicab drivers and rideshare drivers the same.

LAWA’s new passenger pickup policy will be the final nail in the coffin of the taxi industry 
by adding barriers to reach taxicabs and physically displacing drivers to the same lot as the 
rideshare vehicles that continue to crowd them out. Currently, LAX is the only place where taxis 
remain competitive due to curbside convenience, which would be eliminated.

I THEREFORE MOVE that Los Angeles World Airports be requested to allow taxis to 
resume curbside passenger pickups within the Central Terminal Area of Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX).

I FURTHER MOVE that the Board of Airport Commissioners be requested to take the 
necessary steps to establish taxi curbside pickup within the Central Terminal Area of LAX as 
official department policy.

>CT
PRESENTED BY:

PAULKORETZ 
Councilmember, 5th District

/

SECONDED BY:

majs
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Committee Meeting Date: Monday, February 10, 2020 Board Meeting Date Thursday, March 5, 2020 

File # : 19-1273-S1 
Title : LAX Taxi Curbside Pickup 
Type : Motion 

City/State : Los Angeles City Council 

Summary : In October 2019, LAX enacted a new policy that required arriving passengers to travel to an off-
terminal parking lot to pickup either a taxi or rideshare app service. 

Historically, taxis have been allowed to pick up passengers along the curb within the Central Terminal 
Area. This new policy will be disruptive to passengers arriving at LAX expecting to be able to pick up 
a taxi curbside as they have always done and will further inconvenience elderly passengers and 
passengers with disabilities who will no longer be able to pick up an ADA-compliant taxi from directly 
outside of the terminal. 

Motion : I THEREFORE MOVE that Los Angeles World Airports be requested to allow taxis to resume 
curbside passenger pickups within the Central Terminal Area of Los Angeles International Airport 
(LAX). 
I FURTHER MOVE that the Board of Airport Commissioners be requested to take the necessary steps 
to establish taxi curbside pickup within the Central Terminal Area of LAX as official department 
policy. 

GR Position : Government Relations Committee SUPPORTS a CIS in favor of the Motion 
Vote : 5 “Yes,” 0 “No,” 1 “Abstain” 

“YES” Vote: A “YES” vote would be in favor of a CIS to support the Motion to allow Taxi drivers to resume 
curbside pickup at LAX. 

YES = YES on the Motion 

“NO” Vote: A “NO” vote would be in opposition to a CIS to support the Motion to allow Taxi drivers to resume 
curbside pickup at LAX 

NO = NO on the Motion 
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ITEM No. 3-A

MOTION

I MOVE that the matter of the Continued Consideration of Health, Education, Neighborhoods, 
Parks, Arts, and River Committee Report relative to the Neighborhood Council system reforms, 
Item No. 3 on today’s Council Agenda (CF 18-0467) BE AMENDED to adopt the following in 
lieu of Recommendation 1 of the Report:

1. REQUEST the City Attorney to prepare and present an Ordinance to implement a
uniform minimum voting age of 16 for Neighborhood Council elections or selections, a
uniform minimum board member age of 18, and up to one optional youth seat per
neighborhood council with a board member age of 14 -17 years at the time of election
or selection, and a minimum voting age for the youth seat of 14 years of age.

Q r?
j? c SPresented by:

DAVID E. RYU 
Councilmember, 4th District

Seconded by:
T*

y
L (ex 25, 2019O

West Hills Neighborhood Council 2 Government Relations Committee
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File No. 18-0467

HEALTH, EDUCATION, NEIGHBORHOODS, PARKS, ARTS, AND RIVER COMMITTEE 
REPORT relative to the Neighborhood Council system reforms.

Recommendations for Council action:

1. REQUEST the City Attorney, working with the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment
(DONE) and the City Clerk, to report on a draft Ordinance to implement a uniform minimum
age for voting in Neighborhood Council elections and for Neighborhood Council board
members, and the impact of such an Ordinance on the Neighborhood Council structural
system.

NOTE and FILE the reports from DONE dated, August 20, 2019, and City Clerk, dated
April 15,2019, relative to Neighborhood Council system reforms.

2.

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst 
has completed a financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

Summary:

On August 28, 2019, the Health, Education, Neighborhoods, Parks, Arts, and River Committee 
considered an August 8, 2019 report relative to the Neighborhood Council system reforms. The 
reports attached to the Council file, includes some background on the matter. After an opportunity 
for public comment was held, the Committee moved to approve the recommendations, as 
detailed above. This matter is now forwarded to the City Council for its consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

HEALTH, EDUCATION, NEIGHBORHOODS, PARKS, ARTS, AND RIVER COMMITTEE

member yam
YESRYU:

O'FARRELL: YES 
PRICE: YES
EV
henpar_1 &-0467_rpt_8-28-19

-NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL COUNCIL ACTS-

West Hills Neighborhood Council 3 Government Relations Committee
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Committee Meeting Date: Thursday, January 16, 2020 Board Meeting Date Thursday, March 5, 2020 

File # : 18-0467 
Title : Neighborhood Council System Reforms 
Type : Motion 

City/State : Los Angeles City Council 

Summary : The Los Angeles City Council has introduced a Motion that would ask the City Attorney to craft an 
Ordinance that would remove Neighborhood Councils’ ability to dictate their own rules for minimum 
voting age, Board Member age, and Board composition by instituting uniform age 
requirements/restrictions across all Neighborhood Councils. 

Motion : I MOVE that the matter of the Continued Consideration of Health, Education, Neighborhoods, Parks, 
Arts, and River Committee Report relative to the Neighborhood Council system reforms, Item No. 3 on 
today’s Council Agenda (CF 18-0467) BE AMENDED to adopt the following in lieu of 
Recommendation 1 of the Report: 
1. REQUEST the City Attorney to prepare and present an Ordinance to implement a uniform minimum
voting age of 16 for Neighborhood Council elections or selections, a uniform minimum board member 
age of 18, and up to one optional youth seat per neighborhood council with a board member age of 14 -
17 years at the time of election or selection, and a minimum voting age for the youth seat of 14 years of 
age. 

GR Position : The Government Relations Committee UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTS a CIS in OPPOSITION of the 
Motion 

Vote : 7 “Yes,” 0 “No,” 0 “Abstain” 

“YES” Vote: A “YES” vote would be in favor of a CIS to oppose the Motion to remove local NC control, and 
institute uniform age requirements for all NCs in the Los Angeles NC system. 

YES = YES on the CIS 
YES = NO on the Motion 

“NO” Vote: A “NO” vote would be in opposition of a CIS to oppose the Motion to remove local NC control, and 
institute uniform age requirements for all NCs in the Los Angeles NC system. 

NO = NO on the CIS 
NO = YES on the Motion 

Agenda Item 20-0051 



Proposed Resolution by the West Hills Neighborhood Council 
Re: City Councilmember David Ryu’s proposal to mandate age restrictions 
for Neighborhood Council board members 

March 5, 2020 

WHEREAS Los Angeles City Council David Ryu has proposed limits on the rights of 
young people to participate fully in their Neighborhood Councils, both as board members 
and as voters tasked with electing board members to represent them and to serve their 
interests; and  

WHEREAS as a result of Councilmember Ryu’s advocacy, a committee of the Los 
Angeles City Council has asked the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to implement his 
proposal; and 

WHEREAS the West Hills Neighborhood Council has benefitted greatly over the years 
by the contributions of outstanding board members between the ages of 16 and 18; and 

WHEREAS Councilmember Ryu’s proposal would cause harm and insult to such 
individuals by relegating them to “youth seats” with lower status than those of their older 
colleagues; and 

WHEREAS Councilmember Ryu’s proposal would take away rights currently enjoyed 
by younger members of the community — a cruel civics lesson for those who aspire to 
dedicate their careers to public service; and 

WHEREAS Councilmember Ryu’s proposal runs contrary to one of the key missions of 
a Neighborhood Council, which is to expand participation by all sectors of the 
community in government affairs; and 

WHEREAS Councilmember Ryu’s proposal would needlessly violate the integrity of 
Neighborhood Councils’ ability to write rules and bylaws that reflect their communities’ 
needs and values; 

LET IT BE RESOLVED that the West Hills Neighborhood Council strongly opposes 
Councilmember David Ryu’s motion on Neighborhood Council Reforms, File #18-0467, 
and urges its defeat. 

Respectfully submitted by Daniel Brin 
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Committee Meeting Date: February 19, 2020 Board Meeting Date Thursday, March 5, 2020 

File # : 
Title : Transfer funds from Redevelopment Projects to Police Fund 
Type : Motion 

City/State : Los Angeles City Council 

Summary : There is a great need for additional Police Department resources in the LAPD Topanga Division, and 
specifically for the West Hills community within CD 12.  This funding is necessary to help LAPD 
Topanga Division address crime hot spots in this community. 

Move $40,000 from AB1290 fund 53P to Police Fund 100-70 

This will provide additional funds to Topanga Police Station to provide over-time for officers to be 
deployed in the West Hills community within LAPD Topanga Division.  LAPD may make any 
corrections or clarifications to effectuate the intent of this motion 

Motion : I THEREFORE MOVE that $40,000 in the AB1290 Fund No. 53P Account No. 281212 (CD12 
Redevelopment Projects – Services) be transferred / Appropriated to the Police Fund No. 100-70 
Account No. 001092 (Overtime – Police Officers) to fund additional Police resources in the West Hills 
community within LAPD Topanga Division.   

I FURTHER MOVE that the Police Department be authorized to make any further corrections or 
clarifications to the above instructions in order to effectuate the intent of this motion. 

EP Position : Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Committee SUPPORTS a CIS in favor of this Motion 
Vote : 7 “Yes”,” 0 No” 0 “Abstain” 

“YES” Vote: A “YES “vote be in favor of the CIS to support the Motion to allow the transfer of $40,000 from the 
AB1290 Fund No. 53P Account No. 281212 (CD12 Redevelopment Projects – Services) be transferred 
/ Appropriated to the Police Fund No. 100-70 Account No. 001092 (Overtime – Police Officers) to 
fund additional Police resources in the West Hills community within LAPD Topanga Division.   
YES = YES on the Motion 

“NO” Vote: A “NO” vote be in opposition to a CIS to support the Motion to transfer the funds to the LAPD 
NO = NO on the motion 
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