CITY OF PO. BOX 4670, WEST HILLS, CA 91308
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CALIFORNIA

WEST HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

JOINT BOARD AND ZONING & PLANNING
COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday, August 12, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m.
Chaminade College Preparatory — Condon Center 2" Floor
23241 W. Cohasset Street, West Hills, CA 91304

Enter Chaminade through the Cohasset Street entrance between Woodlake and Platt Avenues. Drive through the parking
lot, bear left and continue over the hill until you see the Condon Family Technology Center on the left. Park in the nearest lot.

In conformity with the October 6, 2023 enactment of California Senate Bill 411 (Portantino) and La City Council
Approval on November 1, 2023, the West Hills Neighborhood Council Zoning & Planning Committee meeting will be
conducted virtually, telephonically and in person.

To attend online via Zoom Webinar: Click or paste the following link into your
browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/|/85777145429

To call in by phone, dial (669) 900-6833, then punch in this Webinar code when prompted: 8577 714 5429, then
press #.

To attend in person, please attend Chaminade College Preparatory — Condon Center 2"  Floor, 23241 W.
Cohasset Street, West Hills, CA 91304

This meeting is open to the public. Doors open 10 minutes before the meeting starts. Those who wish to speak during the
meeting may be asked to complete a Speaker Card. Comments on matters not on the agenda will be heard during the
Public Comment period. Those who wish to speak on an agenda item will be heard when the item is considered.

Call to order Mr. Bill Rose, Co-Chair

Mrs. Charlene Rothstein, Co-Chair
Establish Quorum Mrs. Carolyn Greenwood, Secretary
Comments from the Co-Chairs Mr. Bill Rose, Co-Chair

Mrs. Charlene Rothstein, Co-Chair
Approve meeting minutes of July 8, 2025 Mrs. Carolyn Greenwood, Secretary

Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items Mr. Bill Rose, Co-Chair
Mrs. Charlene Rothstein, Co-Chair

New Business

Discussion and possible action to join a rally with United Mr. Bill Rose, Co-Chair
Neighbors and other groups against SB 79 Mrs. Charlene Rothstein, Co-Chair


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85777145429

Old Business

7. Discussion and possible action regarding Case Mr. Bill Rose, Co-Chair
#ZA-2023-1899-ZAD-HCA located at Mrs. Charlene Rothstein, Co-Chair
8817-8815 Chatlake Drive West Hills Ms. Penny Newmark, Member

8. Discussion and possible action regarding revisions to the Mr. Bill Rose, Co-Chair
City Charter including Article 1X Mrs. Charlene Rothstein, Co-Chair

9. Meeting Adjournment — Next meeting is September 9, 2025

SB 411 Updates - If a Neighborhood Council has a quorum of board members in a physical location, board members who wish to join the
meeting via teleconferencing must adhere to AB 2449 rules and regulations. If a Neighborhood Council does not have a quorum of board
members in a physical location, they must adhere to SB 411 rules and regulations. In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible
legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the
event of a disruption within the eligible legislative body’s control that prevents members of the public from offering public comments using
the call-in option or internet-based service option, the eligible legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting
agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items
during a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.
The eligible legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and shall provide an opportunity
for the public to address the legislative body and offer comments in real time. Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to
provide public comment through the use of an internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the eligible legislative body,
that requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet website or online
platform to participate.(i) An eligible legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the
public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph, provide public comment until that timed
public comment period has elapsed. (ii) An eligible legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public
comment separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public members the opportunity
to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register pursuant to subparagraph (D), or otherwise be recognized for
the purpose of providing public comment.(iii) An eligible legislative body that provides a timed general public comment period that does not
correspond to a specific agenda item shall not close the public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (D),
until the timed general public comment period has elapsed.

Public Input - Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from
the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public
Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during
the General Public Comment period; however, an issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting.
Public comment is limited to two minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the committee.

The Americans With Disabilities Act - As a covered entity under Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles
does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its
programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be
provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by
contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@Iacity.org

Public Posting of Agendas - WHNC agendas are posted for public review at Platt Village, on the Southside of Pavilions, closest to Nothing
Bundt Cakes at 6534 Platt Avenue, West Hills, CA 91307 or at our website, www.westhillsnc.org You can also receive our agendas via
email by subscribing to L.A. City's Early Notification System (ENS)

Notice to Paid Representatives -If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to
register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available
at ethics@lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org

Public Access of Records - In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or
all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.westhillsnc.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you
would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the WHNC’s executive director via email
at michelle.ritchie@westhillsnc.org

Reconsideration and Grievance Process - For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance
policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board
meetings and our website www.westhillsnc.org

Servicios De Traduccion: Si requiere servicios de traduccion, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 dias de trabajo (72 horas) antes del
evento. Por favor contacte Michelle.Ritchie@westhillsnc.org
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Community Impact Statement to
Strengthen Neighborhood Councils by
Revision of City Charter Article IX

Jul 15, 2024 | Community Impact Statements, Full Board, News, WHIP

The Woodland Hills Issues and Policies (WHIP) Committee drafted a proposal for

comprehensive revisions to Article IX of the Los Angeles City Charter, which governs

the Neighborhood Councils

The Woodland Hills - Warner Center Neighborhood Council proposes that the City
Council place a ballot measure to amend Article IX of the City Charter per the

separate accompanying Article IX replacement text.

These proposed revisions to Article IX of the Los Angeles City Charter are a necessary
response to the long-standing challenges and inconsistent support that
Neighborhood Councils have experienced within the city government structure.
These challenges have manifested in various forms, from the insufficient funding of
Neighborhood Councils to the limited incorporation of their input in city decision-
making processes, and from the need for more comprehensive training and support

to the occasional oversight of their legal rights and powers under the City Charter.

Just as we have laws and systems in place to ensure the well-being and protection of
vulnerable populations, we must also have robust safeguards and support for
Neighborhood Councils, which serve as essential democratic institutions for
empowering and engaging communities. City officials’ inconsistent support for
Neighborhood Councils is not merely an administrative shortcoming; it is a structural
issue that can hinder the effectiveness of our local democracy.

By revising Article IX, the city can create a more robust, equitable, and accountable
framework for the Neighborhood Council system, one that provides these grassroots



bodies with the recognition, support, and resources they require to thrive. The
updated Charter provisions will not only clarify the obligations of city officials to
foster and support Neighborhood Councils but also establish clear mechanisms for

addressing any lapses in fulfilling these responsibilities.

The Neighborhood Council system in Los Angeles is an extensive and intricate
network, comprising 99 councils with over 1,300 dedicated participants. These
volunteers contribute their time, energy, and expertise to serve their communities
and facilitate democracy at the grassroots level. However, despite their commitment
and passion, many Neighborhood Councils face persistent operational challenges
that can limit their ability to fully realize their mission and potential.

Notably, approximately one-third of Neighborhood Councils encounter difficulties in
achieving quorum, the minimum number of members required to conduct official
business. This participation challenge arises from various factors, including a
shortage of candidates willing to step forward and serve, as well as the frustration
and burnout that can lead to resignations among current council members.

These operational hurdles are not simply administrative inconveniences; they are
indicators of a broader, long-standing pattern of inconsistent support that has
affected the Neighborhood Council system. When councils struggle to attain quorum,
they face limitations in advocating for their communities, providing meaningful input
on city policies, and delivering the critical services and support that their constituents
need.

The proposed amendments to Article IX of the City Charter seek to directly address
these challenges by establishing a more supportive, empowering, and sustainable
framework for Neighborhood Councils. By ensuring sufficient funding, training, and
resources for councils, as well as elucidating the responsibilities of city officials to
support and collaborate with these grassroots entities, the revisions aim to overcome
the historical inconsistencies and empower Neighborhood Councils to flourish.

Furthermore, by instituting regular processes for the evaluation, improvement, and
oversight of the Neighborhood Council system, the amended Article IX will facilitate
the identification and resolution of operational issues before they escalate into more
significant problems. This proactive approach will ensure that councils have the tools
and support necessary to surmount challenges and effectively serve their
communities.

In summary, the magnitude and intricacy of the Neighborhood Council system in Los
Angeles, coupled with the significant operational challenges encountered by many
councils, highlight the crucial importance of the proposed revisions to Article IX. By



codifying these reforms in the City Charter, we can establish a more resilient,
responsive, and empowering framework for grassroots democracy—one that
genuinely values and supports the remarkable work of our Neighborhood Councils

and their dedicated volunteers.

Suggested Draft of Article IX Revision
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Woodland Hills Issues and
Policies Committee [WHIP]

Article IX - Department of Neighborhood Empowerment and
Neighborhood Councils

(ntroduction to Article IX.
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment and Neighborhood Councils

In a city as vast and diverse as Los Angeles, ensuring that every voice is heard, and every community is well-
served is a critical challenge. Article [X of the Los Angeles City Charter establishes the Neighborhood Council
system as a vital bridge between its residents and their govemment. By creating a network of grassroots,
community-based councils, Article IX aims to foster a more accessible, responsive, and inclusive system of
governance that brings decision-making closer to the people it affects.

The Neighborhood Council system is designed to serve as a two-way conduit for communication and
collaboration between the City and its residents. These councils provide a platform for community members to
express their needs, concerns, and aspirations directly to City officials and decision-makers. At the same time,
they serve as a channel for the City to keep residents informed about important issues, policies, and initiatives
that impact their neighborhoods. By facilitating this ongoing dialogue and partnership, Neighborhood Councils
help to build a stronger, more cohesive, and more responsive City government.

Article IX creates a robust Neighborbood Council system by providing a clear, comprehensive, and
empowering framework for its operation. Through the essential funding, training, and support for
Neighborhood Councils, increased opportunities for collaboration with City departments and officials, and a
commitment to continuous improvement and adaptation, these amendments aim to maximize the impact and
effectiveness of this vital participatory system. Ultimately, investing in the success of Neighborhood Councils
is an investment in tbe future of Los Angeles as a city where every community has a strong voice and a
meaningful role in shaping its destiny.

Section 900.
Purpose and Mission of Neighborhood Councils

(a) The purpose of the Neigbborbood Council system is to promote more inclusive and participatory
governance in the City of Los Angeles by empowering community members to have a voice in tbe decisions
that affect tbeir lives and their neighborhoods.

(b) Neighberhood Councils sball serve as the primary means for the City to engage with and obtain input from
stakeholders on issues of concern to their communities. They sball have a formal role in tbe City's decision-
making processes and shall be treated as integral partners in the governance of the City.

(c) The mission of Neighborheod Councils is to:
1. Foster a sense of community and civic engagement among stakeholders.
2. Identify and prioritize the needs and concerns of their communities.

3. Develop and advocate for policies, programs, and projects tbat address community needs and improve
quality of life.

WHWCNC WHIP Draft of New City Charter Article IX for a CIS at meeting on 5/1/2024. 1





































































