
 
 

 

JOINT BOARD AND PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY  
COMMITTEE ONLINE & TELEPHONIC 

MEETING AGENDA 
  Wednesday, August 19, 2026 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
In conformity with the January 1, 2026 enactment of California Senate Bill 707 (Durazo) and LA City Council File 23-
1114, the West Hills Neighborhood Council Public Health and Safety Committee Meeting, will be conducted virtually 
and telephonically.  All are invited to participate and attend.  
 
 

• To attend online via Zoom Webinar: Click or paste the following link into your browser: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82743652136  
 

• To call in by phone, dial (669) 900-6833, then punch in this Webinar code when prompted: 8274 365 2136 then 
press #. 
 

This meeting is open to the public. Doors open 10 minutes before the meeting starts. Those who wish to speak during the 
meeting may be asked to complete a Speaker Card. Comments on matters not on the agenda will be heard during the 
Public Comment period. Those who wish to speak on an agenda item will be heard when the item is considered. 
 
 

• Call To Order & Establish a Quorum  

• Comments from the Chair 

• Review and Approve Minutes of  July 15, 2026 

• Presentation and Discussion on RYLAN 

• Discussion on City Council Motion 29-0906-S4 

• General Public Comments 

• Future Topics – Heat wave, Cyclosporiasis, any other suggestions 

• Next Meeting and Adjournment 

 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82743652136
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In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using 
the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the eligible legislative body’s control that 
prevents members of the public from offering public comments using the call-in option or internet- based service option, the eligible 
legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in 
option or internet-based service option is restored.  Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the eligible 
legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. California Government Code Section 
54953.8(b)(3). 
 
The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and shall provide an opportunity for 
the public to address the legislative body and offer comments in real time.  California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(4). 
 
Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of in internet website, or other 
online platform, not under the control of eligible legislative body, that requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be 
required to register as required by the third-party internet website or online platform to participate. California Government Code 
Section 54953.8(b)(5). 
 
A legislative body that provides a time public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the 
agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph (5), to provide public comment until that timed public comment 
period has elapsed. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(A). 
 
A legislative body that does not provide a time public comment period, but takes public comment separately on each agenda item, 
shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public members the opportunity to provide public comment, 
including time for members of the public to register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise to be recognized for the purpose of 
providing public comment. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(B).  
 
Public Input: Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments 
from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General 
Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its 
attention during the General Public Comment period; however, an issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a 
future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to two minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the 
committee. 
 
 The Americans With Disabilities Act  - As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los 
Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal 
access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or 
services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) 
prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: 
NCsupport@lacity.org  
 
Public Posting of Agendas - WHNC agendas are posted for public review at Platt Village, on the Southside of Pavilions, closest to 
Nothing Bundt Cakes at 6534 Platt Avenue, West Hills, CA 91307 or at our website, www.westhillsnc.org  You can also receive our 
agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City's Early Notification System (ENS)   
 
Notice to Paid Representatives -If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to 
register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at 
ethics@lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org  
 
Public Access of Records - In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 
majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.westhillsnc.org or at the scheduled meeting.  
In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the WHNC’s executive director via 
email at michelle.ritchie@westhillsnc.org  
 
Reconsideration and Grievance Process - For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder 
grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at 
our Board meetings and our website www.westhillsnc.org  
 
Servicios De Traduccion: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del 
evento. Por favor contacte Michelle.Ritchie@westhillsnc.org  
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It’s our neighborhood. Let’s build a community. 

 

 

West Hills Neighborhood 
Council 

P.O. Box 4670, West Hills, CA 91308-4670 
818-254-WEST  

 
 
JOINT BOARD AND PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Draft Minutes 
Wednesday July 15, 2026 by Zoom Link 

 

 
Attendance:  Saif Mogri, Brenda Citrom, Kim Koerber, Brad Vanderhoof and Glenn Jennings. 
 
Committee Members Absent: Aida Abkarian and Nick Eskandari 
 
Other WHNC Board Members Present: Melissa Findling. 
 
1.  Call to order and Establish Quorum:  Saif Mogri, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:07 
PM. A quorum was established. Melissa Findling decided and was appointed as a member of 
the committee.  
 
2.  Comments from the Chair:  Saif mentioned possible topics for the future – Cyclosporiasis. 
 
3.  Review and Approve Minutes of April 15, 2026 and May 20, 2026:  The minutes were 
approved. 
 
4. Presentation and Discussion on Hantavirus:  Saif presented and discussed the Hantavirus 
disease because of the incident on the cruise ship that resulted in the death of several people.  
Hantavirus is caused by coming in contact with rodents and can be transmitted between 
humans.  Some of the symptoms are headaches, chills and fatigue.  There is no specific 
treatment for hantavirus infection. Patients should receive supportive care, including rest, 
hydration, and treatment of symptoms. 

5. General Public Comments:  There were no Public Comments. 
 
6. Topic Suggestions for Future Meetings:  Kim Koerber suggested heat stroke, 
 
7. The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 PM. 



PUBLIC SAFETY

sSECONDED Bv/ o

ARTS, parks, LIBRARIES, AND 
COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT

Given the existing CERT program and the important role Neighborhood Councils play in supporting their 
communities during emergencies, the City should evaluate the feasibility of establishing a standardized 
CERT certification requirement for a majority of Neighborhood Council board members.

I THEREFORE MOVE that City Council INSTRUCT the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, 
with assistance from the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD), to provide a report with 
recommendations to require the majority of all Neighborhood Council board members to obtain and 
maintain certification with LAFD’s CERT Program, including implementation options, timelines, costs, 
exemptions, and renewal requirements. The department should consider more accessible training 
opportunities, such as providing the CERT Program remotely.

Neighborhood Councils serve as the City’s most localized form of civic engagement and are often a 
trusted source of information for residents during emergencies. As representatives of their 
communities, Neighborhood Council board members are well-positioned to support emergency 
preparedness efforts, share critical information, connect residents to available resources, and assist in 
strengthening coordination between neighborhoods and City departments.

On June 17, 2026, a fire erupted at a large cold storage warehouse facility located at 1400 South Los 
Palos Street in Boyle Heights, prompting shelter-in-place orders, public health advisories, ongoing air 
quality monitoring, and a multi-day emergency response. The incident demonstrated the importance of 
neighborhood-level preparedness and reinforced the need for strong partnerships between City 
departments and trusted community leaders before, during, and after an emergency.

The Los Angeles Fire Department’s Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program provides 
free, hands-on training that equips participants with the knowledge and skills to safely prepare for and 
respond to emergencies, including earthquakes, wildfires, hazardous materials incidents, and other 
disasters. Expanding participation in this existing program would establish a consistent baseline of 
emergency readiness among Neighborhood Council leadership while strengthening coordination 
between Neighborhood Councils and the LAFD during emergencies.
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PRESENTED BY QOal 20 .

YSABEL JURADO

Councilmember, 14th District

MOTION


